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EXETER = Amid:all the talk about
the town's need for parking and af-
: tordable work-force housing, a new
. pm}ect is in the works that, to vary-
' mg extents, could address both.

~ Portland-based =~ = developer
) =Nathan ‘Szanton and his partner

: '_Bob Monks, of Cape Elizabeth,

W@rk tm“ce h@usmg? smps
part ot' Watet' Street lot plan
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- Maine, want to build a mixed-use

retail and housing building in the
Water Street lot where Citizens
Bank is now.

The public will get its ﬁrst look at
the plans Monday night at an open
house scheduled for 7 p.m. at the
Novak Room at the Town Offlce
building,

The building would fill in the Wa~

work- force housmg = housmg for 3

._Ctttr_éntiy,_ ‘there
spaces on site.“Th

ter Street gap between the Toxm
" Hall ‘-and the existing bank and
stretch back aboutSD feet. SR

Streetside, the buﬂdlngs Iower .
level would” ‘house “about - 4900
squate feet of ietail spacé, .~

Aboveit, Szantonwants 10 bmld 37
mixed-income’ apartments Nme-_ _
teens of them would be subsidized, -
and 18 weuld zent farmarketrate A

the number of spo""
. The upper lev
be Ieserved o

cashiers and teachers, f1reﬂghters ‘T
and mechamcs :

A proposed mixed-use reta;i and hcusmg bmldmg, inthe Water Street iot wttete_
© (itizens Bank is now Icca‘zed will be dlscussed Monday mght at the town ofﬁces.
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“I dort't think it will even reach
the Planning Board until March or
April,” von Aniock said. .

In order to build, Szanton and
Monks would need -a variance
from the Zomng Board of Adjust-
menit,

Zoning ord_mances require two

parking spaces for each unit in a
- multifamily residence, plus one
: guest space for each two units.
. Szanton’s proposal would require
. 93 spaces for residents alone,
¢ Szanton said, in his experience,
. that's overkill. About 28 of the
. @partments would be single-bed-
. room, and would not require two
" spotseach,
! For the retail space, the code re-
! quires one spoi for every 200

“Itsounds like one of those situ-
. ations where you have to sor{ of
pick your peison,” he said. “Work-
force housing is certainly some-
thing the hoard supports. It's also
been well-publicized that we
have this parking musical chairs
that goes on downtown.

“The community is going to
have to decide which it wants,” he
said. “Tt will be Jnteresﬁng to see
how it proceeds.”

The developers gd before the
ZBAin February. Before that, they
will meet with: the Historic Dis-
trict Cominission. )

. “Ultlmateiy we'll nee{i their per-
~mission, but we're not there yet,”
- Szanton said. ‘Right now, we're

justlooking for feedoack g

Szanton specializes in multi-
family and affordahle housing

projects,

square feet — 24 in Szanton’s case.

Still, parking might be a sticking
point for the board, especially in
light of the already-tight parking
crunch in the downtown area.

“I do think that might be a con-
cern,” said Tracey McGrail, presi-
dent of the Exeter Area Chamber of
Commerce. McGrail also sits on a
comunittee formed to address
parking solutions in the downtown
area.

“The property as it exists is un-
derutilized,” she said. “It's down-
town, and it's a parking lot.”

McGrail said there’s a g(}od
chance the chdmber would sup-
port Szanton's plans, though at this
stage they're not far enough along.

“We'd certainly support develop-
ment there,” she said.

McGrail said the projecs wouldn't

-including Portland’s
$4.4-million Casco Terrace pro-
ject. Thirteen of that buiiding’s 27
apartments are subsidized for
low-incotne tenants,

“That was my first project as an
owner,” hie said. “T'd done other
building as a consulzant,”

His second profect, Walker Ter-
race on Portland’s west side, has
received all the permitting and

."currently awaits financing.

Szanron wants the Exeter pro- -
ject to be his third. If all the com-
missions and boards gave him the
green light, he said, he'd like 1o
break ground late fall with a com-
pletion date of one year later.

He sees the project filling sev-
eral needs in town, from boosting
the wtallt} of downtown and fili-
ing a “missing tooth in the smile

solve any parking problems in
downtown, nor does she think it
-would make them worse.

“I see it as another reason why
we need to create more parking
downtown,” she said. “If you want |
to see & more vibrant downtewn, |
thisis a step in the right direction.

“More retail space is a good .
thing. The more retall you have, -
the moete shoppers you attract and :
as the downtown thrives, praperty
values and tax revenues goup,” she .
said. 'T think Nathan has the right
attitude. He's coming here Monday
to see what people have 10 say,
what theywant.” -~ '

-Selectman Joe Pace hadnt heard
of the proposal, but said the select-
men — and all the town boards —
would have to welcrh the 1ssue
cafefully, =

of downtown” to providing much— '_ _

needed, and much-sought, af-
fordable housing for Exetel 5 wcuk _
force,

“It also would increase the
town's property tax revenues,” he
said. "If we can help the town,
then we're pleased to doso.” 0

. An estimated cost for the pro-.:
ject was not ava;lable b} piESQ; ;
time.

Szanton said he Wants to bmid .
projects that benefit towns, and_
his past work speaks to that goal.
A Web search for ar tlcies aboul
his other projects turns up several
that praise his approach. .

“That's the kind of reiationsmp B
we like to have mth_ towr__ls,".he .
said. "If the fown isn’t saying it
wants semethmg, we're not inter- -
ested in- doingit” T




