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At old mill complex, future
takes shape as housing project

ST TN
A rendering of “The Mifl ot Saco Falls” illustrotes what it wil look ke when completed. The 66-

unit apariment complex, which will consist of affordable and market rate housing, is planned to
be completed by the summer of 2010.

building 66-units, a combina-
tion of affordable and marker-
rate housing, in one of the
buildings of the Riverdam miil
complex,

Nathan Szanton, the princi-
pai of Workforce Housing,
LLC, the company developing
the project, will have to come
back before the board again for
finai approval, However, he

20140,

The building which i5 to
house The Miil at Saco Falls
was bailt in 1845, he said. It
was the second building con-
stricted in Biddeford's mill dis-
trict, according to Szanton, the
first one built for the Laconia
textile manufacturer, the com-
pany which eventually became
part of what is aow known as

By DINA MENDROS sdid, the initial approval gives WestPoint Home,
Staff Wites his company the green Hght 1o Today, WestPoiat Home, the
BIDDEFORD move forward, fast textile milf ia the mifl dis-
* Preliminary approval to build If all goes as planned, trict, is prepariag 1o close for
the fargest housing develop- Szanton said, he hopes to finel-  good this summer.
ment in Biddeford’s mill district {2 his financiag for the project “t's clear the: furure of the
to date was granted by the by the beginning of August, mill district is not in heavy
Placning Board on Wednesday,  start construction soen after, marufacturing but in a mix-
"Fhe subdivision plan for The and have the building ready for  ture,” of light industrial, office
Mill at Saco Palls calls for accupancy by the summer of and retail space and housing,

said Szanton.

This project, be said, “will -
give a shot of economic adren-
aling inte the veins of down-
town Biddeford,” People fiv-
ing in his complex will walk
the sireets of the downtown
and frequent the businesses
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located there, he said.

+'Fhe apartment complex will
house 33 one-bedroom uaits, 25
two-bedroom units, and eight
three-bedroom units. Al wili
include heat, hot water and a
parking spot.

- Forty of the units will be
“work-force” housing, which
reguire pccupants to make o
more than a certain income
level and will rert for several
handred deliars less than the 26
other units, which will rent at
the market rate.

The apartment complex witl
also feature amenities such as
wireless Internet access, a com-
man reom with computer
access, a theater room, a fitness
ro0m and storage space for
bicyeles and kayaks,

Financing for the project,

said Szanton, will come from
state and federal historic tax
credits; a HOPE 6 grant from
the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development; and
loans from the Southen Maine
Regionat Planning Comundssion,
the Maine Housing Authority
and conventional financial insti-
weions,

The developer said he has
also been negotiating with city
officials for tax increment
financing fands. The TIF prov
gram is a state program which
ailows some or all of the prop-
erty tax generated from new
valuation 10 be set aside from
the municipal genera fund, for
up to 3§ years, and be used,
among other ways, for some
aspects of the projects which
generate the new revenue,

The city is dedicated to rede-
veloping the mill district, as
evidenced by prior zoning ordi-

rances and the mill diswict
master pian it commissioned
which should be finished saon,
said Planning Director Greg
Tansley,

However, he noted, “Fhis is
achallenging district to rede-

“vejop.”

One challenge is parking.

Szanton’s plan cails for only
77 parking spots for the 66
units, and 20 of these spots will
be shared with a neighboring
property owner,

The city's parking ordinance
may need to be amended to
allow for the Planning Board o
provide waivers for parking
designs in the mill district, said
Tansley, to allow maximum
parking,.

The board gave him the go-
zhead w create draft language
for the amendment. Any ordi-

. nance amendment would even-

fualty have to go to City

Council for final approval.
Other challenges that were
discussed on Wednesday includ-

ed traffic, pedestrian safisty and
working with neighboring prop-
ety owners, including the
Maine Energy Recovery
Company waste-to-ehergy incin-
eratar, which owns the access
way from Lincoln Street 1o the
planned The Mili at Saco Falls.

“We're really committed to
being a good neighbor,” said
Szanton,

Szanton purchased the build-
ing from Stephen Goodrick,
who bought the Riverdam
Cotnplex during a foreciosure
auction in December for
$5G0,000. Szantor's plans are
the fizst Riverdam project to go
before the Planning Board.

— Staff Writer Dina
Mendros can be contacted ar
282-1533, Ext. 324 or drmen-
dros@gwi.net.



