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Wuh mcasunng, tape in hand,
and the sound of the Seco River

rushing over the fafls in the back- -

ground, Gar_',r sand Fudy Clark
said they can’t wait to movenext
month into thed? new, wo-bed-
room, two-bath apartment at the
Mill at Saco Falls,

The retired couple, whe recent-
ly sold their house. in Fryeburg,
said they -ace :lpoking forward
te ali the opporttinitics living in
downtown Biddeford will bring.

From the variety of restaurant

and arss offerings to the ability to
walk to the library, Reilly's Bak-
ery oz the train station just gver
the river in Saco, the Clarks said
Hving in the former mili building
would be an adventure.

That's the feeting develop-
ers Nathan Szanton and Robert
C.5. Monks, doing business ag
Maine Workforce Housing, want
residents of the Mill at Saco Falls
to have -~ gspecially since it ties
in perfectly with the other mill
redevelopment work now hap-
pening on both sides of the Saco
River,

Renovation of mills, including
the: North Dam Miil, owned by
Doug Sanford, and- the River-
dam Miilyard, owned by Steve
Goodrich, in Biddeford, as well
as redevelopment ocewTing on
Saco Island, helped Szanton and
Monks feel comfortabie in mak-
ing the approximately $14 mil-
lon investment in the former La-
conia Miifl No. 1, Szanton said.

The other reason he and Monks’

took "a chance on Biddeford,
Szantonsaid, is because “it’s inv
evitable that the city will have an
upswing cconomically.”

He said Biddeford's iocation
between Portsmouth, N.H.,, and

- Portland and the easy access to
train travel to -Boston, beaches
wnd the river, make it ideal for a,

comeback.

“In: the next 10 years I think
we will see the mill district fall
of shops, housing, restaurants
offices and the arts,” Szanton
said, “1 believe Biddeford wili

come back, despite the econom-

ic downtarn of the past coupic
years.”

Views of the Sace River as it
- winds trough downtewn
- Biddeford and Saco are one

of ttie draws 10 Hving at

the'rew Ml at Ssco Falis

apastinon complex. .
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Szanten and Monks bought the
six-story, ‘165-year-old building

from Goodrich last -Becember

and began work on renovating
the propesty, to much ‘fanfare,

a few weeks later. The former
mill was once connected to the,

Riverdam Millyard, but is now
once again aslandalone bml:ﬁmg,
Szanton said.

He and Monks rel:ed on a
complicated financing structure,
included  Jow-income
housing tax credits from, the
Maine State Housing Authority
and the federal Department of
Housing and Usban Develop-
ment, 16 construct the 66 one-,

two- and three-bedroom xental |

apartments, which are offered at
both affordable and market rates,

In addition’ to the financing
from the twoe housing agencies,
Szanton and Monks also received
funding from TD Bank, the

Northern New England Hous-

ing Investment Fund, the city of
Biddeford and the federal stimu-
lus act,

Thisis the fourth mixed-ircome
housing development built by
Maine Workforce Housing, The

other three are in Portland and are

all newly constructed. However,

Szanten and Monks are corrently .
working on revamping space at

the former Bates Mill in Lew-

.iston into loft-type apariments.

Construction there js slated to
begin next summer.

Szanton said he and Monks
couldn’t have done the project
without Teceiving the low-in-

come housing fax credits, but-

added i's part of their mission w
provide quality, mixed-rate hous-
ing to the residents of Maine.

The affordable wnits, which
go for between $558 and $768 a
month, are not subsidized, Rent-
ers do have to meet specific in-
comie requirements to qualily for
one of the 40 lower rent apart-
ments. .

For instance, an individual's
annual income cannot exceed
$22,150, and income for a three-
person family cannot exceed
$28.450 a year.

The 26 market-rate apartments
are -being offered for between
$770 and $995 2 menth, Szanton
said. No dogs are allowed in the
buikding, but residents can have
up 1o two cats. However, there is
a one-time, $50 per cal fee,

The hausing units 1o bie bkt at
e former-Bay View convent,

the subject of a story in the
02,7 Sun Chronicle, are
single-family homes.

‘terior brick walls, modern, energy-efficient applinnces and
large windows are some of the benefits to living in an ap.irt-
ment at the Mill at Saco Falls in Biddeford.

Gary and Judy Clark, currently living in Portland, can’t wait
1o move into their new apartment at the Mill at Sm:u Falls in

Biddeford on Nov. 1,

By the numbers:

o 25 - two-bedroom apartments
« § - three-hedroom apanments

@ 40 — affordable units

@ 26 < market-rate unils

For rental information regarding the Mil at Saco Falls, go 1o
www.disigomgmt.com/miliatsacofalls.him or call
Dirigo Management Company at 871-1680

* 33 - one-bedroom aparimenis’

o 165 — age, In years, of the former Laconia Mil No. 1
« T60 — minimum square footage for & one-bedroom apartment

Staff photos by Kate Irish Colling

The top four floors will he
ready to move into by Nov. 1
and the battom two floors will
be ready by Nov. 24, according
10 Szanton,

The Clarks said after five
yeazss of living in a rural area,
they are ready to experience
living in a vibrant community,
What attracted them to the Mill
at Saco Falls was the size of
the apartenents for the amount
of rent, the views of the Saco
River and the fact they would
no longer need to use their car
{or every errand,

They ‘were some of the first

people to sign up for an apart-
ment, after first seeing a story
abont the Mill at Saco Falls
project o the Interact. Then
in Febraary, with nothing more
than a Hoor plan to fook at, the
couple kpew they wanted to live
at the former mill.

The apartments feature brick
interior  walls, large Living
spaces, enormous windows and
wond-and-beam  ceilings, The
rent aiso includes free, wireless
Emternet access, heat and hot
waler, parking, a fitness cen-
ter, & playground, a community
roote with an 80-inch television

al surround sound, and a laun-
dry center. The building is also
handicap accessible, with an ¢l-
evator and designated parking’
Spots.

At a recent open house for
the Mill at Saco Falls, Michelle
King, a senior property minager
with Dirigo Management Co. in
Portland, said the building was’
atiracting & large mix of people,
from retired couples to parents
with children o singles.

During the open house, King
said, she received a pile of ap-.
plications from perspective res-
wlents. As of Wednesday, there
were 25 apartments left.

According to Szanton, some
of the renters are from the -
town ares, but maay are also
from outside the region.

He sajd the attraction of the
Mill at Saco Falis we all the
amenities the developers arg of-
fering, as well as the refatively
fow rents, the proximity to the
Saco River, which Szantor said
provides a “dramatic back-
drop,” and the proximity to the
downtowns of both Biddeford
and Sdco.

Szanton said he and Monks
were first altracted to the former
mill, located about 30 feet from
the river, because the buiiding
itself was so beautiful and well
preserved,

“This building has a number
of speciai characteristics, such
as the tin cornices and the wood
and beam ceilings, that are so
rarc and wouid be so cxpénsive
to build from scratch,” he said,

“§t's been exciting and reward-
ing to bring this building back
w fife,” Szanton. “'IUs almost
like that fairy tale, where the
frog becomes a prince. When |
we first started construction this

_building was so emply and sad

and now i¢’s fult of life.”

Their efforts so far have met
the mark, according 10 several
people who toured the Mill
at Saco Falls during the open
honse.

Kate Corrivean was scouting
cut the apariments as a pos-
stble home for her son, who is
a student at Southern Maine
Community College in South
Portiand,

She said the location, pius the
amenitics offered to residents,
“were a huge plus.”

“It's great 10 see a project like
this happening,” Corriveau snid
as she pazed ouwt the window
and her granddaughter, Catalina
Pecpraro, 5, played in ore of the
closets. “F think this really fits
into the plans Biddeford has to
reuse is mill buildings. This is
really wonderful.”




